
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER No. 88-121

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

NCH CORPORATION AND MOHAWK LABORATORIES
932 KIFER ROAD FACILITY
SUNNYVALE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Mohawk Laboratories is a division of NCH Corporation and
both shall be referred to hereinafter as the discharger(s)
Mohawk Laboratories owns and operates a chemical blending
and packaging plant located at 932 Kifer Road in Sunnyvale.

2. The discharger's plant has an above-ground tank farm
which has a maximum total capacity of 157,000 gallons.
These tanks have since 1967, stored the following raw
materials: l,l,l-trichloroethane, liquid caustic
soda, napthal spirits, methylene chloride, ethylene
glycol monobutyl ether, kerosene, xylene,
isopropanol, aromatic sol vent, al iphatic sol vent, a
blend of tetrachloroethylene (30%) and methylene
chloride (70%) process oil, deodorized kerosene, and
muriatic acid.

3. Subsurface investigations have revealed significant levels
of organic chemical pollution in soils and groundwater
beneath the site. Chemicals detected onsite include
trichloroethylene (TCE), trans-l,2-dichloroethene (DCE),
perchloroethylene (PCE), xylene, toluene, and acetone.

4. Pollutant concentrations from a soil boring taken near the
tank farm were as high as 900,000 ppb for TCE, 920,000
ppb for PCE, 240,000 ppb for trans-l,2-DCE, 19,000 ppb for
xylene, 3,200 ppb for toluene, and 10,000 ppb for acetone.
Pollutant water concentrations from monitoring wells were as
high as 40,000 ppb for TCE, 13,000 ppb for PCE, 500,000
ppb for trans-l,2-DCE, 1,300 ppb for toluene, 1,100 ppb for
xylene, and 70,000 ppb for acetone.

5. The discharger was initially requested to begin subsurface
investigations on October 2, 1986. Although several
subsurface investigations have been conducted, as of
June, 1988, the extent of contamination has not been
completely defined.
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